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A Welcome To First-time Readers 


Since January 2005, Vox Pop monthly served as the “voice of the people” known as Mars Hill Church. Mars Hill is a 
church based in the greater Seattle area. Weekly Sunday gatherings are all campuses throughout the region. Events, 
activities, and small groups meet throughout the week. If you visit us on a Sunday, stop by the Information Desk for 
a casual introduction to our church community. For more information, teaching, music, and more, visit our website at 
www.marshillchurch.org. And check out Vox Pop Network (voxpopnetwork.com) for more articles and content. 





The Death of Vox Pop 


...and what's coming next 


By Andrew Myers 


When Vox Pop began three years ago, Mars Hill Church met 
at only one “campus,” attendance had just cracked the three 
thousand-barrier, and our online presence did not include 
a single podcast, vodcast, or blog. This magazine/newspa- 
per was established not only to inform the congregation of 
church news and events, but also to communicate a more 
personal, intangible aspect of our identity, and to participate 
in the culture around us. 

As Pastor Jamie Munson explains in this final issue 
of Vox Pop, however, we're not the same church we were 
three years ago. We're not the same church we were three 
weeks ago. This fall marks a significant “re-planting” of Mars 
Hill as a distributed entity unified under Jesus and through 
the teaching of His Word (see page 8). We are now a 
church with one mission (worship Jesus and point others 
to Him) to be accomplished in many different contexts. As 
a church body of six thousand people, collectively we can 
“be all things to all people,” representing Jesus in countless 
sub-cultures and neighborhoods throughout our region. As 
one monthly magazine of twenty-odd pages, Vox Pop can 
no longer represent the increasingly diverse populace of our 
church and our mission field. 

Vox Pop means “voice of the people,” but if the publica- 
tion tried to speak for Shoreline and Redmond and Belltown 
and West Seattle, the result would be an unfocused morass 
of meandering generalities — an old wineskin busting at the 
seams in a vain attempt to contain the overflowing fruit of the 
vine God has so graciously blessed us with as a growing 
church (Matt. 9:17). 

With campuses that run their own programs, with a mil- 
lion things going on at any given time, and with a web pres- 
ence that speaks volumes to the greater culture, the function 
which Vox Pop was created for is now being fulfilled more 
efficiently — and much better — by other Mars Hill ministries. 

Thus, Vox Pop is dead...but print lives on. 

While the need for this particular newspaper no longer 
exists, the pastors and leaders of the church still need — 
perhaps now more than ever — a way to communicate to 
everyone who gathers under a Mars Hill roof. You'll find out 
what that looks like in January 2008 when, Lord willing, our 
new quarterly magazine makes its official debut. 

The new publication (name TBD) will be written for a 





specific people, the people of Mars Hill (a more specific 
audience than Vox Pop, which intentionally tried to reach a 
broader audience). And it will serve two specific functions: 

1) A call to arms: aligning the people of Mars Hill with 
the vision of Mars Hill Church. 

2) A reminder: preaching the Gospel, lest we forget 
the person and work of the glorious one to whom 
we belong. 

If Vox Pop covered a breadth of material with buckshot, the 
new magazine is meant to explode with the impact of a well- 
calibrated rifle. Please pray that it will do just that; and think 
about it... 

| would love to see how the talented photographers at 
Mars Hill view the Gospel through their camera lens. | would 
love to read about the rejections, triumphs, and suffering 
of missionaries living and preaching Christ in the Seattle 
marketplace. | would love to be shocked out of my sinful 
complacency by seeing content that reminds me that the 
world is broken, people are dying, and | have been called by 
Jesus to join His redemptive work. 

In his book, Don’t Waste Your Life, John Piper writes, “l 
need to hear this message again and again [because] | am 
wired by nature to love the same toys that the world loves. | 
start to fit in. | start to love what others love. | start to call earth 
‘home.’ Before you know it, | am calling luxuries ‘needs’ and 
using my money just the way unbelievers do. | begin to forget 
the war. | don’t think much about people perishing. Missions 
and unreached peoples drop out of my mind. | stop dreaming 
about the triumphs of grace. | sink into a secular mind-set 
that looks first to what man can do, not what God can do. 
It is a terrible sickness. And | thank God for those who have 
forced me again and again toward a wartime mind-set.” 

Let's force each other, Mars Hill. Let’s force each other 
again and again to focus on eternity, Jesus, and the vision 
He has given us as a church; may He get the glory and may 
many be saved - including us. v 


If you're interested in contributing content — photos, sto- 
ries, art, etc. — to the new publication, please email us. 
The new magazine doesn’t have a name yet, so contact 
voxpop@marshillchurch.org. Andrew Myers is a deacon of 
Mars Hill Church. 





Such as These 
Living Like the Children of God 


By Josh Wall 





Last month | went to a wedding for a couple friends of mine. 
Toward the end of the night, a handful of remaining guests 
were stomping the dance floor to some trendy beats when 
| caught a glimpse of my own rug-cutting reflection in the 
darkened window. | looked rhythmically spastic—to put it 
kindly—but | continued dancing. | figured the marriage of my 
two friends was worthy of a little unorthodox celebration. 

The next day, | attended a Mars Hill Sunday service—as 
usual. The band blasted out a worshipful set to the Creator 
of the Universe, and | stood awkwardly by with my hands in 
my pockets, staring blankly at the lyric screen and singing 
calmly in time. All around me were hundreds of worshipers 
doing the same; we just stood there as though nothing about 
which we were singing were worthy of more. Of course, as | 
ponder this behavior, the classic justification comes to mind: 
“That's just the Seattle culture.” 

Well, maybe it is, but that argument would be far more 
convincing to me if | didn’t serve the Mars Hill kids—they ruin 
my complacent status quo. 

Every Sunday, just on the other side of the sanctuary 
wall, the children of Mars Hill Ballard get together and do 
their own version of everything we grown-ups do in the main 
auditorium, including musical worship. However, there’s-e 
more-than-subtle difference in the way they do it. 

As soon as the first chord is struck on the worship 
leader’s signature hot pink guitar, the feet of a dozen pre- 
schoolers instantaneously leave the ground in free-for-all 
dance. 

The kids spin. They grab hands and square dance. They 
bounce, They leap. They bop. They head-bang. They even 
skank/(proof that ska is not dead). Sometimes it begins to 
look/as though we may have to break up a midget mosh pit 
before it gets too joyously rowdy. 

And when their parents come to collect them to join 
the larger community for corporate worship, the God-party 
doesn't stop. These wild little worshipers, limbs aflail, take 
their dancing with them, right into the aisles of the main 
sanctuary. 

If 've read the Jesus of the gospels correctly, He cherish- 
es those aisles. Amidst corridors of stationary adults, tall and 
erect and lifeless, small bands of junior joyful rebels bounce 
and pirouette, unhindered by the immobile masses towering 
around them, free to be excited by music and song. 

| invite the older, taller Mars Hill to keep an eye to the 
floor in search of these holy prancers and consider their lively 
example with more than fleeting amusement, for the Kingdom 
of God belongs to such as these. \%J 


Josh Wall is a member at Mars Hill Church and a regular 
contributor for Vox Pop. He attends the Ballard Campus 
and can be found eating Play Dough with 4-year-olds in the 
Children’s Ministry. 


Attention all sketch 
and screenplay 
writers... 


The pulpit support team is starting a writing workshop for 
anyone who enjoys writing screenplays, short films, and/or 
sketch comedy. We hope to build a creative economy made 
up of writers, actors, and other theatrically-minded folks. 
The writers will meet from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at the Ballard 
Campus (right before the acting class). Whether you have 
a little knowledge or a ton experience in this type of writing 
— or if you just want to learn how — come and check out the 
workshop. Please encourage anybody you know inside and 
outside Mars Hill to attend. 


When: Monday nights from 5:30 to 7:30 
Where: Ballard Campus 

Cost: Free 

****Time and Place of class subject to change**** 
Contact: David Schultz 
davids@marshillchurch.org 

323.632.9289 
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TRIP 2009 


LEARN ABOUT THE BIBLE IN THE 
LAND WHERE IT WAS WRITTEN. 


Join Pastor Mark Driscoll for this special journey to Greece and Israel. 


Sign up and start preparing for the ten-day adventure in August 2009. 
Includes: 


e A service led by Pastor Mark at the actual Mars Hill 
e Trips to Jerusalem, the Sea of Galilee, Athens, Corinth, and more 


e |f enough people sign up, a Mars Hill worship band will be allowed to 
play a concert in front of the Western Wall — near the site of the 
ancient temple in the heart of Jerusalem. 


e All airfare, motels, tours, entrance fees, breakfasts, and dinners 
included in the cost 


Discount registration is now open at www.ujtours.com (look for the link 
from marshillchurch.org) 


MH PLAYLIST #12 
Gareth Best 


Brothers of the Empty Tomb (lead guitar) 


‘Twas grace that taught 
my heart to fear 

and grace my fearr 
„Jow precious did 

that grace appear _ 
the hour I first bel’ 


BN 


Lonnie Smith — “I Can't Stand It” 

| dig jazz organ like nobody's bizness. This album (Live at Club 
Mozambique) is a super funky record with George Benson 
on guitar. 


Count Basie and His Orchestra - “Splanky” 
This is the swingin'est rhythm section ever-the grooviest big 
band, and a song that brings back memories of being on the 
road 


Buddy Guy and Junior Wells - “It's My Life, 
Baby!” 

Absolutely haunting blues from Chicago's South Side. | spent 
many a night coppin’ Buddy's stuff. 


The Meters - “Chicken Strut” 
One of the most influential bands on my guitar playing. We 
(the BET) do this tune before services sometimes. 


Miles Davis - “So What” 
| know choosing Miles is a bit trite, but the variety of color on 
this record gets me every time. Plus, Bill Evans’ piano work 


makes me cry. And the intro bass line makes me bust a move. 


Beck - “The Golden Age” 

Sea Change is my favorite album from the last twenty 
years. This was the record that | listened to as | moved here 
from Chicago, and | said goodbye to my sinful days. 


The Rolling Stones - “Black and Blue” 
The record that no one has that everyone should hear. 
Funky-disco Stones—"Hot Stuff’ is just butt shakin’. 


Jack McDuff - “Whap” 
Another organ classic, featuring one of the hardest swingin’ 
jazz guitarists ever, Grant Green. 


BB King - “Just Like A Woman” 
BB all instrumental with a killer big band. | learned how to play 
from this record. 


Jimi Hendrix - “Gypsy Eyes” 
Probably my favorite guitar record ever. This tune in particular 
is Jimi playing his most funkilicious riffs. 


Art Blakey and His Jazz Messengers - 

“A Night in Tunisia” 

Forget John Bonham or Keith Moon, ladies and gentlemen. 
This man brings the thunder. The greatest cymbal sounds in all 
of percussion. Ever. 


Jimmy Smith - “The Champ” 
He ain't kiddin. Undisputed king of the jazz organ. 


Hound Dog Taylor - “Sadie” 

Ignorant, knife in the speaker tone, drunken drummer, slack 
tuned guitar = Maxwell Street Blues. Bands today only wish 
they could sound this mean. 


John Lee Hooker - “I Need Some Money” 
Don't you? 
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Role at MH 


— There-are-two primary things | lead at the Ballard Campus. 
The first: our Lifestage Ministries. The second: championing 

| training (spiritual formation) within each department. The 

a “goal is to have a clear picture of what it looks like to love 
Jesus as a lifestyle, bend that into the shape of a six year 

_old, a teenager, a mom or a dad — nevertheless aim at the 
same rhythms so that a family, a Community Group, or a 
band can spur one another to transformed wi 
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Born | 
August 20, 1955, in n Portland, OR 





i Family 

Married to Jeanne on June 10, 1977. Children: Chrisse, 

28 (Reynolds, as of Sept '07); Billy, 26 (directs Ballard 
Proxy and married to Jena and the parents of my only 
_grandchildren — subtle hint to the other married children 

— Abby and Olivia); John, 24 (works in the MH production 
department and is married to Candice, who plays violin in a 
couple of MH bands); and Jenny, 20 (college student). 


History at Mars Hill 


| Pres. downtown. | was working in Chicago and had met 

k Pastor Mark at a conference in Orlando, so l visited Seattle 
while Twas in Seattle to do a wedding for a friend of mine. 

| After that | moved back to Seattle and planted a church. 

| _ Pastor Mark met with me several times and invited me to join 
= the Acts 29 Network. In June of 2006 that church (Doxa) 
ceased to exist and we became part of Mars Hill. 

- Both James Noriega and.l went-through the elder process: - 

Even though we were elders at Doxa, it was a great 


experience for us to see the seriousness iy me on to the 


——office-of elder at Mars Wi sss = ——— 


Scripture 


“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lays down ` 


his life for his friends.” John 15:13 
~ Quotation — 


“Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do 
that..." —Martin Luther King Jr. : 


Last book you read 

~---The-Shack. lt is a weird fiction book about-encountering 
God. There were some great moments, but there were 
some: ‘too weird for me” moments too. 


L= 
| Last movie watched 

|. The Wraiths of Roanoke. Thumbs down. | guess | wanted 
more from the Wraiths. 


_Music — 
| like a lot of different styles and artists. l feel caught i ina iig: 
a-war between my two daughters, with one telling me that | 
— ean't-ike-country and live-in-Seattle, andthe other telling me 
| that | live in the SW part of King County, so country is legal. 
That ' being the case — Brad Paisley is time well wasted. 


Favorite Seattle-area eatery 
Cocina Esperanza on 85th is a fun little restaurant. | have ` 
“only been there four or five times but I feel like | know the 
people who work there. The food tastes like family secrets 
i are being shared, rather than Mexico meets Costco. 


= *eleder (ePder n. 1. Elected or appointed governing 


officer within a church (synonymous with “pastor”). 


1 Timothy 3: 1-7, Titus 1: 6-9 








My first visit to Mars Hill was an evening service held at First ` 
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By Pastor Bill Clem 





Editor’s note: Each month, a different Mars Hill leader ex- 
plains how a particular aspect of the church embodies our 
mission: Mars Hill Church lives for Jesus as a city within 
the city: knowing culture, loving people, and seeing lives 
transformed to live for Jesus. 


Mars Hill Lifestage Ministries — Children’s Ministry, Crux (Jr. 
High), Proxy (Sr. High) and University ministries — translates 
the truth of the Gospel into age-specific languages of the 
heart, creating cultures of love where Jesus can be trusted 
and hope can be expressed. 


Living for Jesus 

Jesus himself prioritized children (Matt. 18:1-6). He calls for 
adults to take on the humility of children, and to take great 
care to keep children from being deceived. Children then are 
seen as people who are to live for Jesus, not potential people 
who will one day live for Jesus. In the same way, it is likely 
that many of Jesus’ disciples were teenagers. Add to this 
that many of the great awakenings in church history have 
been ignited among the young, and we find ourselves with 
a great mandate to call and equip people of all lifestages to 
live for Jesus. While we believe the home is the primary place 
for discipleship to take place, Lifestage Ministries assists 
the home by creating inspirational peer environments and 
opportunities for ministry, as well as resources to be used 
within the context of family living. 


City within the city 

Lifestage Ministries have the ominous task of being age- 
graded and church-wide. This church-wide angle is our 
“cityscape.” The cityscape of Mars Hill comes in the form of 
a common target we all aim at, in this case a description of 
a disciple’s lifestyle (DDL). This DDL calls everyone to the 
same “rhythms,” and then launches everyone to personal 
expression. The rhythms that tie our city together are: hav- 
ing a Gospel identity (“In Christ”); participating in Gospel 
worship (“Loving God”); experiencing Gospel relationships 
(“Loving Christians”); and being on Gospel mission (“Loving 
non-Christians”). These rhythms (or habits) are ageless, but 
the expression (or the living them out) will look very personal 
depending on whether you are a student, an artist, or a vol- 
unteer at a soup kitchen. Lifestage Ministries is committed to 
calling people of every walk of life at Mars Hill to embody the 
values of the disciple’s life. 


Knowing Culture 

Seattle’s youth and children are seldom its priority. As Mars 
Hill grows by campuses, we will encounter demographic 
differences and many campuses will need to focus their 
programming to reflect the culture of their context. Lifestage 
Ministries is committed to equipping parents, concerned 
adults, and peers to penetrate pools of influence within the 
worlds of children, youth, and university students. It is our 
hope that each campus establishes point people to identity 
key places in which our members or Community Groups can 
establish a redemptive presence. 


Loving people 
Lifestage Ministries gets the unique privilege to help con- 
struct a child’s concept of God, a teen’s view of being 


SEE ‘Lifestage Ministries’ PAGE 19 
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___Lifestage Ministries Administrator and Assistant to 
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Role at MH 


Pastor Bill Clem | 


-Born — wasa Tas ve eee 
September 30, 1983 in Seattle 


= pme aee a caches 


Family | 





a 


A _ | married Dolly, my high-school sweetheart, on July 


11, 2004. Our daughter, Josephine Leigh was born 


| October 4, so she’s going on one month. 





|. heres 
Quotation | 
| “God gives us a sovereign joy in God that triumphs ` ` 


First set foot in Mars Hill 


q discovered Mars Hill while deployed in Operation 


Iraqi Freedom (see page 6), and set foot in MH when 


——l| got back (2005). | 


Leadership at Mars Hill ` ee 
| started as a security volunteer, their I manara Pastor: 
Gary's intern with Capstone. | was installed a Deacon 

in the fall of 2006, and now | am working with Pastor 

Bill in Lifestage Ministries. 

Scripture 

-Betere+ diginto-Seripture;-always-prepare my heart —— - 
with Ezra 7:10; 1 Samuel 2:3; and Isaiah 66:2 


ge p a a TO 
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over the joy of sin. 


"i 


—John Piper 


-——Lastbookread sean 


Justin Martyr’s Dialogue with Trypho the Jew. A 


__--.wonderful-display-of the-early church’s-Christological - 


| 
L= 
d 
| 


L. indie-music. ` 


understanding of the Old Testament. Thumbs up. 


~ Last movie watched 
| Netflixed Transformers. It was fun. Thumbs up 


 — 


Music 
—Usually-isten-to-sermons-and-audiobooks— just~ 
finished listening to the audiobook of Stephen 

Colbert's. Am America (and so can you!) Thumbs-— — 
up. It takes too much work to stay up to date with 


——[—= eee oe = — = = —= ar = = — = 


Favorite Seattle-area eatery 


Tm a huge fan of Maritime Pacific's Lil’ Jolly Royals = 


with a pint of the seasonal Jolly Roger. 


*deaecon (de’ken) n. 1. Attendant or assistant to 
church pastors/elders. 


1 Timothy 3:8 





No Jesus, no peace. 
Know Jesus, 


no freeloading. 


By Pastor Jamie Munson 





“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming 
down from the Father of lights ... Of his own will he brought 
us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of his creatures.” -James 1:16-18 


Being faithful stewards of all God's gifts includes offering 
ourselves — not just our money. We are grateful for the many 
faithful stewards at Mars Hill who offer their time, talent, and 
treasure in order to enable the church to expand its influ- 
ence for the Gospel. For those Christians who are content to 
consume our resources without participating, however, it’s 
time to get in the game. We do not wish to become a church 
supported by the sacrifice of a few while many sit on the 
sidelines and watch the action. 

It is imperative for everyone who calls Mars Hill Church 
their home to be actively participating in church by serving 
and giving. We are adding seats, campuses, and services, 
in hopes to create — with God's grace — more opportunities 
for people to hear about Jesus. This requires an investment 
of time and money from everyone — not just a faithful core 
group — who calls Mars Hill their church. 

As of the beginning of this month, we are about 
$350,000 behind budget for the fiscal year. The staff has 
worked hard in response, keeping their expenses lean (for 
a church of our size we have a relatively small staff and 
budget to begin with). Additionally, we have an operational 
cash reserve of approximately $750,000 that has enabled 
continued operations. 

As individuals, the Mars Hill pastors and deacons strive 
to lead by example in all respects, including giving. As a 
church, we continue to offer 10 percent of our general fund 
income to church planting and resources through our Global 
Church Department. Those who came before us have paid 
for the seat we are sitting in, and so it is our privilege to 
provide for those coming after us. 

It is an honor and a responsibility to ensure that the 
money we spend is managed efficiently to further the mis- 
sion of Mars Hill Church. As part of this responsibility, our 
organization undergoes an annual audit by an external CPA 
firm in order to review our finances and procedures. 

For the non-Christian, you are our guest; we pray for 
you, love you, and do our best to show you Jesus. We're 
happy to pick up the tab. For the Christian: 


° If you are not serving, we encourage you to e-mail the 
campus you attend or stop by a serve desk to find out 
more about service opportunities. 

° If you struggle with giving faithfully, we encourage you 
to listen to some of Pastor Mark’s past sermons on 
giving (available at marshillchurch.org). You can also 
contact money@marshillchurch.org to inquire about 
budget coaching. 

° If you struggle with stewardship in general, we also 
encourage you to meditate on Malachi 3:8-18 and 2 
Corinthians 8 and 9. Ask the Lord what He would have 
you do. 

° If you are giving and serving faithfully, thank you. 


May Jesus continue to grow and mature us individually and 
as a Church as we live for Jesus as a city within the city; 
knowing culture, loving people, and seeing lives transformed 
to live for Jesus. WJ 


Jamie Munson is Lead Pastor of Mars Hill Church. 


CHURCH FINANCIAL INFORMATION/WEEKLY GIVING TRENDS 

















Date Budget Giving # of Givers Attendance 
October 7 $200,000 $192,308 676 6230 
October 14 $200,000 $120,155 529 5899 
October 21 $200,000 $197,720 694 6384 
October 28 $200,000 $129,238 471 5997 























MONTHLY BUDGET VS. ACTUAL GIVING 
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Actual Given 








$585,800 





$653,629 
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$824,216 








$751,145 $702,960 $712,194 





$685,153 





$808,698 





$639,421 








*These are budgeted giving numbers. They don’t represent actual surplus or deficit, as expenses are not reflected in these numbers. 





Money at Mars Hill 


What do we believe about our stuff? 
Everything we have comes from God. Our money is a bless- 
ing and a tool we use to worship Him by giving to the church 
(to further the Gospel in Seattle), providing for our families 
and enjoying God and the grace that He gives us. 

You may have a lot and you may have a little, but the real 
question is: are you worshipping God with your stuff and do 
the first fruits of your checkbook reveal that? 


How much should l give? 

The Bible says that giving is for Christians and should be di- 
rected first to your local church. The Bible does not say how 
much you should give but rather seeks to deal with the heart 
behind your giving. Second Corinthians 8 and 9 say that our 
giving should be cheerful, regular, sacrificial and generous. 
The Bible does not prescribe a percentage; through prayer 
we must seek to have a clear conscience in regards to our 
giving. Jesus says, “For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also” (Mt 6:21). 


Who should give? 
Christians should give faithfully to their local church. If you 
are not a Christian, don’t give—seek to deal with the larger 


issue: your sin and Jesus’ forgiveness of that sin. We are 
not concerned about the amount people give but about 
the number of people who are giving. God is building His 
kingdom through the church, and He asks that all believers 
share in this joyous responsibility. This mission is bigger than 
just a few of us and takes everyone's effort and faithfulness; 
no matter if you are a college student who can give only 10 
bucks a month or a millionaire who can give thousands. 


How Can I Give At Mars Hill? 


e In a secure giving box located near the 
campus entrances 
° In an offering basket after the sermon 


(on the Communion table) 
° Online at www.marshillchurch.org 
e Mailing to the Ballard Campus: 
1401 NW Leary Way 
Seattle, WA 98107 


For information about automated and stock donations, 
contact giving@marshillchurch.org. 


Questions, comments, or concerns: 
giving@marshillchurch.org 
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MARS HILL CHURCH 


Online resources help soldiers know Jesus 


By Sarah Grinnell 
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Over 1.4 million U.S. soldiers have been 
deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan since 9/11 
alone, according to the Pentagon. Some of 
these soldiers have served up to four deploy- 
ments overseas, which entails spending ex- 
tended months away from their homes, families, 
and friends. For Christian soldiers deployment 
alsO means spending a significant amount of 
time away from their church communities and, 
in many Cases, spending months on end with- 
out strong Christian leadership, fellowship, or 
regular Bible study. 

Mars Hill Church, and particularly the 
Mars Hill website, has been one way for many 
of these soldiers to stay connected to God's 
Word, maintain their relationship with Jesus, 
and even become Christians while deployed 
overseas. Soldiers from all over the country are 
finding the free podcasts, vodcasts, and Bible 
study materials offered on the Mars Hill website 
and they’re using them to spread the Word 
during their overseas deployments. For many 
soldiers, these resources become an escape 
from the many temptations of military life. 

“It’s probably more difficult to maintain 
your relationship with Jesus in the military than 
probably anywhere else just because of the type 
of environment you're in,” says Greg Joines, a 
Mars Hill deacon who was deployed in Kuwait 
for Operation Iraqi Freedom. “It’s not just exter- 
nal stuff like being in a war, but also because of 
people in your unit. There are a lot of Christians 
who go into the military, and their relationships 
with Jesus just fall apart completely.” 

Greg actually found out about Mars Hill 
Church just before his deployment in 2003. 








A group of fellow students at Northwest 
University recommended the church to him, and 
with surprisingly accessible Internet access 
on his base, Greg started a Bible study using 
the free podcasts and other resources on the 
Mars Hill website. Soon he and four to eight 
other soldiers were meeting on a regular basis 
to study the Bible. Two of these soldiers were 
saved through the experience. 

“One of the reasons [the Mars Hill] materi- 
als are so effective,” says Greg, “is because 
they're something of an escape. What | mean 
is, a lot of churches have specific military 
ministries, which is good, but for guys in Iraq 
the fact that the teaching wasn’t geared toward 
soldiers was refreshing. At the end of the day 
we were able to come together and have a 
Bible study or listen to a sermon from Pastor 
Mark and we could just forget about where we 
were, and listen to some great Bible teaching. It 
was amazing to have that.” 

Alfred Lobaina is another soldier who 
used the resources on the Mars Hill website 
to stay connected to Jesus. A native of Los 
Angeles, Alfred has been in the military for five 
years. He became a Christian while deployed 
in Afghanistan in 2003. In 2006, while Alfred 
was preparing for his second deployment, this 
time to Iraq, he found out about Mars Hill and 
downloaded Pastor Mark’s sermon podcasts to 
bring overseas. Alfred started listening to the 
sermons when he got to Iraq. He remembers, 
“The first time | listened | was pretty much 
blown away. | just couldn't believe how pas- 
sionate Mark spoke. It was just awesome and 
refreshing.” 






Alfred, who just returned from his deployment in 
September, served as an Intelligence Analyst for the U.S. 
Army for close to fourteen months in a small town near the 
lraqi-Syrian border. “For the most part,” he says, “we were 
working twelve, sometimes sixteen hours a day, seven days 
a week. Everyday is the same. Everyday is Groundhog Day 
in Iraq. It’s such a grind.” 

Fortunately, Alfred met a small group of Christian sol- 
diers who were able to get together on a fairly consistent 
basis. “We started a little Bible study,” Alfred says. “Then 
on Sunday, whenever we could we would actually play one 
of Pastor Mark’s vodcasts. There were probably about ten 
of us getting together pretty regularly. We just pulled all the 
free resources Mars Hill has online. Some of the guys pulled 
quite a few of the sermons off of the internet. One of the 
first books we went through was 1 Corinthians. We were 
going through Pastor Mark’s notes for this. There was actu- 
ally one guy who told me that listening to the vodcasts and 
getting together for Bible study just started punching him in 
the gut about being a Christian. It was really cool seeing the 
effects that the vodcasts and Bible studies had.” 

Alfred was particularly interested in the teachings of 
Mars Hill because he felt it was a church that dares to step 
outside of the Christian stereotype. “The Christian sub- 
culture is so plain and uncreative,” he says. “The website, 
the teaching, and everything that comes out of Mars Hill 
seems to connect not just to people who are Christian. You 
can enjoy [Mars Hill] for the fact of being really creative 
and honest. One of the things that struck me about Pastor 
Mark’s sermons is the plain honesty. It’s refreshing.” 

The military does offer some ministry support for 
soldiers overseas. Most posts have a resident chaplain, 
however, in many cases, Greg says, “Military chaplains are 
required to be so ecumenical. The military is so sparse on 
chaplains that they can’t afford to put one of every religion 
on every base, especially overseas. On each camp you'd 
have one chaplain and he would have to minister in such a 
broad, abstract sense, to make everyone happy. It wasn’t 
a real, personal Jesus relationship that they were trying to 
cultivate in the soldiers.” 

Throughout all of the trials and tribulations of military 
life, both of these soldiers say that what helped them the 
most to resist the many temptations of deployment and 
maintain their relationship with Jesus was studying their 
Bible and staying connected to the Word. “I went out 
there knowing that without God's grace | don’t have what 
it takes,” says Alfred. “But being plugged into his Word 
on a daily basis and linking up with these guys who | truly 
respect — these were guys who were on their third or fourth 
deployments — to have those guys jump into a Bible study 
and say ‘let’s go through the Word’ was awesome.” J 


Alfred Lobaina has just transitioned out of the military 
and plans to move his wife and 16-month-old daughter to 
Seattle this month. He says his experience with Mars Hill 
while he was deployed really helped him see that God is 
calling his family to Seattle and to Mars Hill Church. Sarah 
Grinnell contributes regularly to Vox Pop. 


Military Marriage 
Nisha Marvel has learned a lot while 
missing her husband 


By Daytona Strong 


Talking with Nisha Marvel at a coffee shop one day 
in September, one word kept recurring: blessing. In 
fact, she used at least seven times during our conver- 
sation. This amazed me, because most of her young 
marriage she has been forced to live a hemisphere 
apart from her beloved husband. 

Luke Marvel joined the Army Reserves more 
than a decade ago. When he and Nisha met, he was 
already in the Reserves, but it was never a major 
part of his life. All of that changed last November, 
however, just months into their marriage, when they 
found out Luke was being sent to Iraq. 

Nisha was devastated. She wondered why such 
a happy part of her life had to be taken away. But 
what she described as despair only lasted a couple 
of days; after lots of prayer and talking, God took the 
depression away. 

“We realized that, you know, maybe this has to 
happen — maybe God is gonna really do something 
during this time,” she said. 

Fast forward the better part of a year, and it's 
August 25, 2007. Nisha wakes up in bed alone. It’s 
her first wedding anniversary. Her husband is in Al 
Kasik, Iraq, eleven time zones away. They have spent 
more than half of their married life apart. Still, looking 
back on that day, Nisha describes it as “awesome.” 

Months in advance, Luke Marvel had planned 
a way to surprise his wife. While Nisha’s in-laws 
were having breakfast at her place that morning, she 
opened a window and noticed her first surprise: a 
dozen red roses. 

“No card. | thought it must be from someone 
| knew wishing me a happy anniversary,” she said. 
“Moments later, Luke called.” 

The roses were from Luke — but Nisha wasn't 
supposed to find them yet. They were the first part of 
a scavenger hunt he had arranged for her. Talking on 
the phone, Luke guided Nisha to the garage where 
the main surprise was waiting in a Home Depot bag. 
Opening the bag, Nisha found something she didn’t 
expect: not tools, but a ring to match her wedding 
band, which she had been wanting for over a year. 
Nisha's sister and a friend of the couple’s had helped 
Luke arrange the surprise. “| couldn't believe Luke 
had done all that from so far away,” Nisha said. “l 
was so touched.” 

In addition to feeling blessed to be married to 
Luke, Nisha also said her friends and family, plus 
the prayers of the larger community, are a blessing. 
While Luke has been away, from time to time her in- 





laws come from Spokane to stay with her. Plus, Nisha’s 
sister and her husband have made up a room for her in 
their house, where Nisha is welcome to stay. 

These things make Nisha wonder, “Would | do this 
for someone? Would l give up my time with Luke and just 
take in someone and say, ‘OK, for a year you're living at 
my house’?...| hope | would.” 

While Nisha has been able to notice and appreci- 
ate the positive things coming out the experience, the 
separation has still been difficult. For example there have 
been times of great fear, when things on the news have 
made her worry about Luke. But ultimately, she comes 
back to what’s helping them get through this: faith in 
God. She’s learned to surrender her worry and trust Him. 
God instructs through suffering, and while down on her 
knees crying, Nisha said, she’s learned that God won't 
leave her. 

At press time, Luke and Nisha were wrapping up a 
two-week visit together, their sole reunion since Luke’s 
initial deployment. He is scheduled to return home again 
in June of 2008. Nisha looks forward to the little things 
they'll be able to enjoy together when he returns: com- 
ing home from work at the same time, having dinner, 
watching a show at the end of the day, and even grocery 
shopping. 

“And | think I'll be — | hope l'Il be — more apprecia- 
tive, more respectful, and more loving. Hopefully a better 
wife,” she said. “I just always wanna remember how | 
felt [during] this time apart, because it just really, really 
makes me appreciate him — a lot.” v 


Daytona Strong is a member of Mars Hill Church. 
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Re-Planting Mars Hill Church: 
The Vision 


By Pastor Jamie Munson 





Eleven years ago the life of Mars Hill Church began, starting 
out as a very small core group of twelve people. It has since 
been on a wild Journey filled with many stories along the 
way of Jesus and His faithfulness. Nearly every year since 
Its Inception, Mars Hill has outgrown its wardrobe, much like 
a young child. And every year we replant the church—same 
Jesus, different wardrobe. Every church plant needs several 
priorities in order to embark on the mission and work that is 
ahead. In this season of growth, change, and sanctification 
we are asking everyone who calls Mars Hill Church home 
to evaluate your commitment and readiness to actively par- 
ticipate in the re-planting of Mars Hill Church. Please take 
some time to prayerfully evaluate the following questions. 
We would encourage you to discuss them with your friends, 
your family, and your Community Group. 


Are you following and growing in Jesus? 

Every one of us Is in a place of continual need for God's 
grace, the Holy Spirit’s guidance and conviction of sin, and 
Jesus’ Lordship and atonement of our sins through His death, 
burial, and resurrection. Jesus is alive today, leading, loving, 
and caring for His Church. 


Are you connected to a campus? 

It used to be pretty easy to answer the question, “Where is 
your church located?” For many years, anyone at Mars Hill 
could simply respond, “Ballard.” But now the answer is far 
more complicated; we have expanded to six campuses in the 


last two years. As each campus spreads out and establishes 
its local mission, we want everyone, as much as possible, to 
choose a campus. This means plugging in and supporting 
the work of Jesus and the local campus pastors as they lead 
and establish the local mission of Jesus. 


Are you investing in the transformation of others? 
Mars Hill Church is committed to building disciples of Jesus. 
Our primary model for discipleship building is Jesus and 
how He built disciples. Jesus spent most of His time with 
a small group of people, and He invested in them and their 
transformation. Our primary outlet for discipleship building is 
our Community Groups. These groups are the place where 
people are connected with each other and cared for through 
Jesus-centered Gospel partnerships. In Community Groups, 
friendships are built, the Bible is studied, prayer for each 
other takes place, and people are connected on mission 
together to see more lives transformed. 


Are you being a missionary? 

Jesus has sent us into the world to be His ambassadors of 
His redemptive love and truth to those around us. Regardless 
of your marital status, your occupation, your age, or where 
you live, Jesus can use you in the transformation of others. By 
loving Jesus and walking faithfully with Him, He gives us the 
desire to share our lives and our hope with others. This is a 
great privilege and should bring us great joy, as we are used 
in the redemptive life-changing process of others. 


Are you using your God-given gifts and talents? 

God has richly blessed us and empowered us as His chil- 
dren, and we have the joyful right and responsibility to use 
our gifts for His service and Kingdom. Wherever you are 
called to serve, whether you are a seasoned veteran of taking 


out the trash or a novice web designer, your time and service 
are needed. Check with the leadership of your campus and 
see what you can do to help. 


Are you giving sacrificially of your finances? 

Mars Hill Church is 100 percent supported by the financial 
gifts and sacrifices of its body. If this is your church, then you 
need to do your part to support the mission financially. The 
Bible calls us to give cheerfully, sacrificially, and regularly so 
that more people can come to know Jesus and experience 
life transformation. We need everyone to do their part. Jesus 
identified money as a potential idol. And, the Apostle Paul 
urged the members of the church to give as an act of grace, 
similar to the grace Jesus gives to us as our Savior. 


Are you praying for your church and its mission? 
Everything we do should be about seeing people come to 
know Jesus. In the Puget Sound region the vast majority of 
people do not worship Jesus and are living their lives absent 
of Him; our mission field is ripe with opportunity to see lives 
transformed. We're asking everyone to commit to regularly 
praying for Mars Hill and the mission that Jesus has given us, 
which is to live for Him as a city with within the city: knowing 
culture, loving people, and seeing lives transformed to live 
for Him. 


As you re-evaluate your commitment to what Jesus is doing 
through Mars Hill Church, imagine if all six thousand people 
attending Mars Hill answered a resounding “yes!” to these 
questions. Think of the change we can be a part of in the lives 
of the people who Jesus has called us to love and serve. v" 


Jamie Munson is Lead Pastor of Mars Hill Church. 


First and foremost, our church is established and headed by Jesus Christ, who is the Senior Pastor of Mars Hill Church. Under Jesus are the elders (synonymous for “pastors”), paid and unpaid men 
who have been called by God and approved to serve as the senior human leadership of Mars Hill. Within the eldership, Mars Hill Church has a group of men that serve as the Executive Elders of 


the church. These pastors are responsible for the overall vision, leadership, and health of the church. Meet the current Executive Elder team: 


(photos by Sarah Craig) 





Jamie Munson 
Lead Pastor 


Pastor Jamie is the organizational 
architect of Mars Hill Church and 
works with the Executive Elders to 
lead and oversee all organizational, 
financial, and personnel aspects of 
the church. Pastor Jamie has been 
attending Mars Hill for ten years 
and has been on staff for eight 
years. Mars Hill Church is dear to his 
heart, as this is where he became 
a Christian, was baptized, met his 
wife, had their four children, and 
was called into pastoral ministry. 
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Mark Driscoll 


Preaching Pastor 


Pastor Mark preaches on Sunday, 
trains pastors, writes, and research- 
es the culture in order to build a 
church full of missionaries to Seattle. 
Pastor Mark co-founded Mars Hill in 
1996 with Pastor Lief Moi. Mark and 
his high school sweetheart, Grace, 
have been married for fifteen years 
and enjoy raising their three sons 
and two daughters. 


Scott Thomas 
Global Church Pastor 


Pastor Scott is responsible for 
the ongoing planting of Jesus- 
centered, missional, churches, 
and the global and local outreach 
of Mars Hill Church. He moved to 
Seattle from Colorado eighteen 
months ago with his wife and two 
sons, bringing with him a wealth of 
church experience. Pastor Scott 
has been a pastor for twenty- 
seven years and started planting 
churches with Acts 29 Network 
in 2003. 


Tim Beltz 
Executive Pastor 


Pastor Tim oversees the business 
operations team, which includes 
finances, real estate, technol- 
ogy, human resources, and new 
campus assimilation. Tim and his 
wife Patty have attended Mars Hill 
Church for four years. You name 
it, Tim has done it—he has twenty- 
five years of military experience, 
was COO of a large, Christian 
non-profit organization, started a 
consulting firm, leads a marriage- 
mentor Community Group, and 
has two grandchildren. 


Bubba Jennings 
Ballard Campus Pastor 


Pastor Bubba is responsible for 
building up the Ballard Campus as 
a training center for leaders and 
other Mars Hill Campuses around 
the region. He came to Mars Hill in 
2001 with his wife Shelly and imme- 
diately became very involved in 
serving the church first as a mem- 
ber and later as a deacon. He 
became an elder in 2005. Bubba 
and Shelly have a one-and-a-half 
year-old little boy. 


photo by Luke Rutan 





Re-Planting Mars Hill Church: 
Satellite Technology 


By Jeff VanderGeissen 





On October 7th, 2007, Mars Hill Church went live on satellite AMC-15, and for the first time ever we broadcasted the sermon 
live to multiple locations from our Ballard Campus. These are exciting times. We now have fully installed the infrastructure to 
support the global mission of Mars Hill Church, which means we can quickly provide new campuses with theologically strong 
Jesus-centered preaching. 

Before implementing Mars Hill Church's new satellite technology, the Pulpit Team visited several multi-campus 
churches throughout the nation. We evaluated various video transport technologies, including microwave, fiber, multiple 
Tis, and satellite. 

Our core purpose in this project: to deliver the sermon to as many places as possible, at the highest quality possible, and for 
the fewest dollars possible per campus. Fiber and multiple T1 options quickly fell off the radar, simply due to high installation cost 
and ongoing costs. Microwave was similar to fiber and T1 in that there would be a monthly fee for maintaining the microwave units 
on the local radio towers. Additionally, we would not be able to use microwave at all of our campuses due to the topography of 
the greater Seattle area; microwave requires line-of-sight, and there are many hills in this city (this technology works great in the 
flat desert, or Orlando). Our last option was satellite, which at first glance appeared to be the most expensive, but in researching 
further we actually found it to be the cheapest overall. 

Satellite comes at a higher cost up front than any of the other options, but once installed we only have to pay for our uplink 
time, meaning that campuses that downlink can do so at no additional cost. If we have four campuses, we pay the same bill for 
usage as we would for forty campuses; the economies of scale in this technology made it very attractive to us. The downside to 
using satellite technology is that we don’t enjoy the unlimited usage we would with a hardwire option like fiber. We pay for our 
airtime, which is only about four hours per week. In the end, satellite technology will cost new campuses a few thousand dollars 
upfront and have no ongoing, month-to-month costs. Every other option was going to be tens-of-thousands of dollars up front and 
thousands of dollars every month. 

The Pulpit Team is always looking for additional volunteers that are interested in helping support the various Mars 
Hill Church campuses technologically and has started training classes on satellite installation and maintenance as well as 
Sunday live capture and playback of the sermon. If you are interested in serving at Mars Hill Church in this capacity please 
email jeff@marshillchurch.org. 1% 


Jeff VanderGeissen is a deacon of Mars Hill Church and Executive Director of Production. 





VIDEOL 


Re-Planting Mars Hill Church: 
The Campus Pastor 


By Pastor Adam Sinnett 





Mars Hill Church is going a direction few churches have gone 
before by planting churches (a.k.a. “campuses”) throughout 
the city, and eventually around the globe, that watch the 
same sermon over video via satellite technology. This causes 
some to ask, “What makes these campuses anything more 
than overflow rooms?” My response is: the Campus Pastor. 

The Campus Pastor is the lead pastor of his campus. 
He is the one who leads the local mission, contextualizes the 
message to the local community, and oversees the “ground 
war” (i.e. Community Groups, mercy ministry, membership, 
classes, etc). The Campus Pastor preaches up to a dozen 
times per year, and he is also the guy who identifies future 
pastors, refutes false doctrine, and rebukes heretics. 

Others ask, “What does a Campus Pastor do if he 
doesn’t preach every week?” Believe it or not, it takes a 
lot of time to run a large and growing church. In fact, not 
preaching opens up to twenty hours a week for developing 
leaders, counseling, studying, writing, teaching classes, offi- 
clating weddings, and strategizing. A campus pastor’s week 
can be roughly broken down into two general categories: 
preparing (planning, meetings, administrative tasks, etc) and 
implementing (Sunday, classes, leadership development, 
weddings, funerals, counseling, etc). 

The campus model creates for a division of labor, allow- 
ing various men and women to do what they do best accord- 
ing to their God-given gifts and calling. For more on this read 
1 Corinthians 12:12-31 and Ephesians 4:11-16, which 
speak of the church as a body with various parts function- 
ing together, all of which are important to the health of the 
entire body, so that the church may “grow up in every way 
into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and held together by every joint with which it 
is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes 
the body grow so that it builds itself up in love” (Ephesians 
4:15-16). This actually fosters more health in the body and 
allows the mission of Jesus to move forward more effectively 
and efficiently, ultimately allowing more people to hear about 
Jesus. v" 


Adam Sinnett is West Seattle Campus Pastor. 
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How did we get from the simple life of a Jewish carpen- 
ter to the modern use of video to spread the news of 
who He is an what He has done? Go to marshillchurch. 
org and watch Pastor Mark Driscoll’s explanation of 
the theological, historical, cultural, and practical case 
for video sermons. 
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IN 100 ane 


100-WORD STORIES BASED ON THE THEMES FOUND IN-THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS, NAMELY HOW PEOPLE 
RESPOND WHEN FACED WITH HARDSHIP. 


ARROW 
By Elise Saba 


Ethan’s panini and fries sat half-eaten. Historic 
occasion. Paying his bill, he forced his eyes 
off the window's reflection of a new customer 
with her fresh tan lines and flawless skin. 
He pushed through the door. Another arrow 
dodged. Easier every time. He broke into a 
William Wallace grin. In two weeks, he’d had 
more opportunities to see women in tantaliz- 
ing regalia than in the past two years. When 
the arrows got thicker in battle, it meant that 
the enemy desperately wanted to take you 
out. You were getting too dangerous. He 
grinned again. The blue sky was especially 
stunning. 
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UNCERTAIN TIMES 
By Anna Ingrum 


Our property taxes are ten times higher than 
they were five years ago. Our house and car 
are too small, and we want more children. For 
over a year, | tried to solve these problems with 
clever budgeting, to no avail. The freedom of 
trusting God, and the excitement for the un- 
known future can only come from faith, albeit 
faith forced down my throat. 





v 





> Vox Pop is ending, but the 100-word stories may continue. 
Send submissions to voxpop@marshillchurch.org. 


WHEN I GET TO HEAVEN 
by Paige Norman 


It’s 3:12 a.m. and lve already slapped the 
snooze button twice. It will be an average 
day full of terrifying commutes, complacent 
co-workers, piano lessons after school, and 
Frosted Mini-Wheats with sliced bananas 
for dinner. If all goes well, | will fall into bed 
before midnight. The first thing | will do when 
| get to Heaven is take a thousand-year nap. 
You scoff. Nobody will need a nap in Heaven. 
Maybe. | can’t imagine not being tired. If my 
skepticism is unfounded, l'Il simply head over 
to the Celestial Library, where | hope to apply 
for an eternal post. 





JESUS LAUGHED 
By Adriel Ifland 


My bed was where l ran to scream it all out. The 
pain was unbearable and the pillow | contorted 
and suffocated with my arms drowned in tears 
to the tune of my wailing. 

At last | turned on my back because | had 
to breathe and | saw that photocopied sketch 
on my wall of Jesus laughing. 

How could he not care? Why couldn't he 
be sorrowful, crying with me? 

“It’s not funny!” | exploded. 

But he was still laughing. 

| don’t know why, but suddenly | started 
laughing, too. “OK,” | said, “you love me.” And 
| laughed. 


LEGACIES OF JOY IN 
SORROW, PRESERVED 
THROUGH 

SONG. 
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At Mars Hill Church, many of the songs we sing were written by people in the midst 
of intense loneliness, suffering, conflict, and tragedy. “The Rebel’s Guide to Joy” 
sermon series includes video biographies of these individuals. And in the pages of 
Vox Pop, writer Hannah Fischer will provide a glimpse into the moment of broken- 
ness that led these men and women to write the lyrics we sing to this day. 


Phillip Bliss (1838-1876) 
“HALLELUJAH WHAT A SAVIOR” 


In the dim light of the cabin, his lips formed a slight smile as he saw the large worn 
Bible that lay open near his father’s chair. It sat there often when Philip was a boy. 
Gentle fingers smoothed the thin pages as he leaned over the book to read. Painful, 
beautiful words replayed the crucifixion of the Christ in the chapters of Matthew. He 
pulled out his pen, which rarely left his side, and began to hum... 


“Man of Sorrows! What a name 
For the Son of God who came 
Ruined sinners to reclaim 
Hallelujah! What a Savior!” 


Johnny Cash (1932-2003) 
“REDEMPTION” 


Deep into the black of Nickajack cave, he stumbled forward to his knees, hard against 
the cold rock, followed by palms and ribs. As pain exploded through his strung-out 
body, he lay still, almost breathless. Small pills were poisoning blood and leaving an 
oppressive longing for death. He waited, wanted to die. What began in Kingsland 
would end in Nickajack. Too many days filled of sin weighed upon his head. The man 
could no longer bear the darkness. 


“And a small inner voice 
Said ‘You do have a choice.’ 
And the blood was the price 
That set the captives free.” 


John Newton (1725-1807) 
“AMAZING GRACE” 


The fever coursed through his weary body as he lay against white bed linens. West 
Africa’s blistering heat only added to his suffering. He picked up the black Scriptures 
on the cot beside him and jotted notes in the margins. The gospel, if true, was pro- 
found. Could Jesus’ grace cover even the sins of a hardened slaveship master’? It 
said it did. This grace had saved him through many sea voyages, but would now 
captivate him. 


“Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, 
And grace my fears reliev'd; 
How precious did that grace appear, 


The hour | first believ’d!” 
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By Cameron Psiaki m 


On December 25, Christians commemorate the birth of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, who came into the world to deliver us 
from sin. But in a church body as large as Mars Hill, where 
finances are as varied as one’s music interests, how we 
celebrate that day is often tied to our circumstances. 

For those who have much, Christmas is usually a time 
of joyful thanksgiving; but for those who have little, it can be 
a painful reminder of the year’s hardships. Last year some 
sixty families and Community Groups sponsored the first 
Adopt-a-Family program, now part of the Mars Hill Mercy 
Ministry, to share the overflow of God's blessings with 
needy families in our midst. 

Julie Hubert, who currently serves on staff as execu- 
tive assistant to Pastor Bubba Jennings, generated the idea 
to do an Adopt-a-Family program at Mars Hill last fall. “l 
was raised with this kind of ministry — very much to [help] 
people in need and people who are going through rough 
times in their life,” she says. It was already happening in 
an organic way within Community Groups at Mars Hill, and 
Julie wanted to arrange a program to encourage the entire 
church body to provide gifts, service, and prayers to those 
in need during the holidays. 

Having lost his job as an electrician after a back injury 
nearly two years ago, Adam Wygle’s family lived off disabil- 
ity and unemployment pay. After praying about finding the 
right desk job, Adam put his computer-savvy skills to use 
as a full-time volunteer at the church last spring. He and his 
wife, Heidi, were making ends meet to care for their young 
daughter, Evelyn, with a second child on the way. But they 
were short on resources as Christmas approached. After 
setting up the e-mail address for Adopt-a-Family, Adam met 
Julie and learned about the program. He says it wasn’t easy 
to make the decision to sign up. “When it popped up, | 
thought about it for a little while, like, ‘Do | need this?’” 

Julie agrees that there were likely many families who 
could have used assistance last year, but for one reason 
or another didn't get involved. “I think a lot of people 
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Second annual campaign to benefit families in need 


maybe thought, oh that would be nice, but other people 
are in greater need than me,” she says. And that could 
be why there were three times the number of families and 
Community Groups offering to give as there were families 
to receive. It’s also a testament to the way the body of Mars 
Hill has responded to Christ’s call to love and provide for 
those in our community (Gal. 6:10). 

Because of the overwhelming response, Adopt-a- 
Family was able to assist additional families nominated by 
one of our community partners, the Haller Lake Christian 
Health Clinic. Several Community Groups in Shoreline pro- 
vided food and service at the clinic’s volunteer appreciation 
dinner, for which the clinic had no budget. 

Gary Kingsbury, a Mars Hill volunteer who helped or- 
ganize community outreach for the program last year, says 
that for him, the call to participate in Adopt-a-Family is a 
heart issue. Adopt-a-Family embodies “the gospel priorities 
of taking care of your family, taking care of your church, 
and taking care of the community,” Gary says. “Christ tells 
us this is part of being a Christian: taking care of the poor 
and needy that he brings into our lives.” His hope is that 
as people share their resources with others this Christmas, 
their hearts will be softened to show mercy to the poor 
year round. “You develop a lifestyle where you can isolate 
yourself from the poor and needy so easily, and so here’s an 
opportunity to kind of break that regular routine,” he says. 
“Hopefully it impacts that person’s heart or that family’s 
heart or that Community Group’s heart for Christ, and it 
becomes a heart thing.” 

Adam remembers what it was like last year for his fam- 
ily to be blessed. They were assigned to three Community 
Groups, including his own, which, he says, is “how it should 
be.” When the gifts started arriving, the family was over- 
whelmed. “It was just amazing to see.” Adam recalls. 

So many gifts arrived for Evelyn and Dorothy, born in 
November, that the Wygles were afraid of spoiling them. 
Adam laughs and explains, “There’s a picture of Evelyn car- 
rying packages, and they’re stacked up, and she can just 
barely see over.” Because of the love and generous gifts of 


their Christian brothers and sisters, the Wygles celebrated 
a joyous Christmas. 

Having been in a place of need last year, Adam wants 
to encourage other families who are in a similar position. “It 
took Heidi and | a while to say, yeah, we should do this,” 
he says. “It was pride. We didn’t want to show vulnerability, 
we didn't want to show that we were poor, even though 
everybody knew it already.” His advice to those considering 
signing up: “Swallow your pride, and do it... You and your 
family are worth it. You’re valuable, and the people around 
you love you, and if they don’t know that you need help 
they should know, and they are looking for a chance to help 
you.” 

Now on staff with the Mars Hill Technology Department, 
Adam is planning to be involved with Adopt-a-Family again, 
this time on the other side of the equation. “It’s a year later, 
and we're totally at a different place...We’'re looking for- 
ward to giving back. We want to help other families now. It 
really makes you feel like you're really part of a family.” v" 


Cameron Psiaki and her husband Tim are newly arrived in 
Seattle from Upstate New York. They are currently taking 
the Gospel Class to become members of Mars Hill. 


How to get involved with Adopt-a-Family 


e Community Groups and families can serve those in need 
at Mars Hill by giving gifts and performing services like 
cleaning carpets and painting walls. To sign up, e-mail 
mercy@marshillchurch.org by November 16. 


Families requesting assistance can also email mercy@ 
marshillchurch.org to participate in the program. 


Adopting families with be matched with a recipient family 
and receive a list detailing requests for items such as gift 
certificates, toys and children’s clothing, or other service 
needs. 


Deliveries of gifts should be made between December 
15 and 20. 









Post-game_ 
Jesus 


Christian athletes are a peculiar breed. 

Thanks to the media’s interest in their professions, 
they're arguably the most visible representatives of our faith. 
But how many of us would consider them a fair representa- 
tion of Christianity? 

| can’t tell if it's the discerning Christian man in me 
or just my cynical side, but whenever “I’d like to thank my 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” is uttered in a post-game 
interview, | cringe. 

It's one thing to thank God, and a good thing, naturally 
— but, it’s quite another to make sure everybody sees you 
thanking God, and to make sure you clearly articulate every 
syllable so as not to confuse anyone of what lord, savior, or 
Jesus Christ you are referring to. 

Take Zach Johnson, for example. Yes, you won the 
Masters, congratulations. But after thanking your family, 
coaches, and sponsors, do you really need to throw in there, 
“More importantly, | give my Lord in Jesus all the credit...| 
feel very blessed”? Seems a little forced, wouldn’t you say? 
A quick, “God is good” or ‘I’m very thankful for this” would 
have gotten the job done. 

Insert Tony Dungy as exhibit B, whom I’ve praised in 
the past for his willingness to be bold in his faith, and take 
the tragic loss of his son in stride in his walk with Jesus. But 
nobody’s perfect. In the middle of the Super Bowl victory 
celebration last February, Dungy stopped everything. All the 
festivities, all the flowing champagne, all the laughter and 
excitement - all of it stopped. Why? To have the team recite 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Was that really the best time? Could it not have been done 
an hour later? Reporters who witnessed the scene described it 
as “forced and awkward.” | would have been harsher. 

How about one more - after missing about half of the 
Lions’ September 16th game against the Minnesota Vikings 
due to a concussion received early in the game, quarterback 
Jon Kitna returned to the game in the fourth quarter and led 
his team to victory. 

“It was a miracle,” Kitna said in an interview the day 
after the game. “I've never felt anything like that, and for it 
to clear up and go right back to as normal as | can be, is 
nothing short of a miracle... | just definitely feel the hand of 
God. That's all it was. You can’t explain it.” 

Perhaps, but here are three quick thoughts: 

First off, beating the Vikings under no circumstance 
should ever be considered a miracle. It’s the Vikings. It 
doesn’t take divine intervention. 

Secondly, lm glad you're okay and that injury isn’t too 
serious. That's the truth. 

And lastly, and this is my two-words of advice for all 
Christian athletes: practice subtlety. v 


Dustin Nickerson is a deacon of Mars Hill Church. His column 
appears monthly in Vox Pop. 





In last month’s Vox Pop, my compatriot in cinematic 
critique [guest columnist Elliot Strong] commented on the 
franchise glut and corollary lack of creativity in Hollywood. 
Some of the blame was assigned to a sequel-heavy summer, 
or obvious serial films, plus a lack of creativity in the source 
material stemming from comic books to theme park rides. 

While not an opponent of blockbuster franchises or 
sequels myself (I’m not convinced that a shoe-string budget 
and a screenplay written by a waiter about people drinking 
coffee and smoking for two hours is somehow more “artistic” 
than Peter Jackson and the power of New Line Cinema), | do 
find myself wondering why so much of Hollywood's offerings 
have evolved into this form. 

Elliot asked, “How much longer can Hollywood con- 
tinue dragging on various series, sequels and franchises of 
former glory?” It was interesting, because a recent trip to 
PAX — the Penny Arcade Expo, not the religious television 
channel — prompted a meditation on narrative that addressed 
not how, but why, Hollywood is dragging on various series 
in the cinema. In looking to other successful forms, they've 
adopted traits of other media to survive. 

At one PAX panel, a writer was articulating the chal- 
lenges of writing video game narratives. One thing he noted 
was that games were becoming more interesting to craft 
because writers were no longer looking at movies as their 
inspiration for style and format. They were finally exploring 
what the unique artistic medium would let them do, instead 
of relying on the template of a typical movie and simply add- 
ing a joystick. Even he wasn’t sure where this would truly or 
ultimately lead them, but was excited by the prospect. 

Hollywood has been in business since 1910, telling 
stories and entertaining the masses. Most films were tradi- 
tionally self-contained stories, save for serials (short films, 
from which we get the term cliffhanger), that would precede 
the main feature and were generally regarded for children. 
Sometimes actors would reprise similar characters (Abbott 
and Costello, John Wayne, all the way up to the advent of 
James Bond) but the narrative arc in each film was predomi- 
nantly self-contained. 

Though available before the Second World War, televi- 
sion viewing skyrocketed after the conflict ended. Most 
television followed a film format in self-contained episodes; 
except for soap operas, which were generally regarded as 
housewife-fare, programs were not ongoing. This predomi- 
nance lasted through the 80s; in fact, most television shows 
| grew up with (The A-Team, Magnum P.I, Knight Rider, 
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“The franchise rights alone will make us 
rich beyond our wildest dreams...” 
—Peter Venkman, Ghostbusters 









Murder She Wrote) 
changed the charac- 
ters so rarely that 

almost any episode 

could be watched in 
any order. They were interchangeable. The 
same was true of most children’s programming, 

with rare exceptions like Star Blazers or other imports from 
Japan. 

Prime time soaps like Dallas, however, were emerging 
on the scene. The longer character arcs and what might 
happen next became water cooler conversation. Over in the 
movie world, George Lucas had patterned a successful tril- 
ogy after the old film serials, and the sequel concept began 
to catch on. The franchise and continuation templates had 
emerged, but television — weekly, or in some cases daily — 
pushed it harder, faster, and further. 

Now, a wealth of kids cartoons — from Pokemon to 
Ninja Turtles — are almost always continued. Adults are no 
longer immune; from sitcoms to lawyer dramas, from medical 
shows to science fiction to Jack Bauer, people are talking 
more about the character arcs on television than what's play- 
ing at the multiplex. How a character changes, or how much 
you discover about the world they live in, has become more 
intriguing than each week's villain or self-contained plot. 

On the other side of the creative exchange, even movie 
stars have begun to find this alluring. Kiefer Sutherland, 
James Woods, Glenn Close, Forest Whitaker, Hugh 
Jackman, Steve Buscemi, James Spader, and more — have 
made the move from big screen to small, enticed by the abil- 
ity to explore a role over time and reveal a more multi-faceted 
character through more than one season of life. Ongoing, 
episodic storytelling has gained cultural dominance, and | 
think Hollywood is looking at the success of Lost and other 
television giants, aping the art form in a desperate desire to 
keep up, even hiring television creators like J.J. Abrams to 
make movies. 

Instead of digging in and doing the work to rediscover 
what can be done with a two-hour snapshot, Hollywood is 
essentially trying to make television shows on the big screen, 
only with two-year breaks between each episode. What is 
problematic is that 24 can have a bad hour and engage you 
again next week; one bad summer blockbuster “episode” of 
Spider-man can leave years of bad taste in your mouth and 
kill a franchise. I’m not sure this is their solution or salvation; 
perhaps, like the video game industry, they need to quit look- 


SEE ‘Hollywood’ = PAGE 19 
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Introduction: Vices, Redeemed 


“Everything is permissible for me’ = but not 
everything is beneficial. ‘Everything is permissible 
or me’ — but | will not be mastered by anything.” = 

Corinthians 6:12 | 


What does redemption really mean? Could some 
things traditionally viewed by the church as inherently 
sinful have some benefit? Could they actually be tools with 
which to glorify God? If Jesus walked the earth today, would 
you invite him to a poker night? Would he be willing to discuss 
theology over a pipe? Would he be able to concoct a killer homebrew? 







+ 






Okay, many of us can agree that despite the assertions of many denomina- 
tions, things like dancing, tattoos, and alcohol are not. inherently sinful ot all; 
it’s the motivation and the fruit that can be sinful. But over the course of six months, 
this Vox Pop series will take some time to discuss how traditional “vices” can in foct be 
redeemed for use ds tools foredification and fellowship, for the sanctified enjoyment of life, and 
even for evangelism. “Vices, Redeemed” is an exploration of our freedom in Christ and a celebra- 
tion of the gift of life He has given us. 


Here are the ground rules, lest we fall into temptation or misinterpret 
the purpose of this series: 


t. ‘Motivations cannot be based in rebellion or self-medication. 
2. It is sinful to break the law. 


3. Moderation is key — excess can lead to addiction and/or idolatry. 


So keep,reading as we try and unpack what it means to do whatever 
we do to the glory of God (1-Corinthians 10:31, Colossians 3:23): 


° Tobacco (July) 

e° Alcohol (Aug) 

e Video Games (Sept) 
e Tattoos (Oct) 

e “Cards (this month) 


e Dancing (since Vox Pop ends this much, the Dancing installment of 
“Vices Redeemed” is suspended indefinitely, but check out voxpopnet- 
work.com — maybe it'll show up there someday) 
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PART FIVE: 


CARDS 


By Billy Clem 





| got there early. You have to for a couple of rea- 
sons. Sometimes there aren't enough dealers, which 
limits the number of tables, which in turn limits the 
number of players, and you won't get a seat. 

The thing with poker tournaments in Washing- 
ton State casinos is that they are usually not very 
good tournaments. But they are cheap, they are 
fast, and they are filled with people who love to 
play poker. 

Poker is deeply woven into American culture. 
We associate poker with the back rooms of crime 
lords’ restaurants, the Wild West corner of a sa- 
loon, or a simple piece of felt thrown over an old 
table in someone’s garage. The earliest written ref- 
erence to poker is in 1834 by Jonathan H. Green, 
who refers to a game rapidly gaining popularity on 
Mississippi riverboats called “the cheating game.” 
Poker is the most popular card game today, it is 
played in every state, it is played in almost every 
casino, and almost everyone who has ever picked 
up a deck of cards to play a game with their friends 
has tried their luck playing poker. 

Before 1998, the most common versions 
of poker were five card draw, or seven card stud. 
Both of which are fun, but they are slow games and 
can be complicated to learn, especially to learn 
well. The 1998 movie Rounders shifted the focus of 
card gamers to Texas Hold ‘Em. In this state, Texas 
Hold ‘Em is the primary poker game you will find 
at any of our lovely casinos scattered along scenic 
highways such as Aurora, Pac-highway, Interurban 
Ave, and 116th up in Renton. And Texas Hold’ Em 
is what you play if you play in a tournament. 

| have played in several poker tournaments; 
| have won some, placed in some, split some, and 
lost some. This particular day, as | was saying, | 
went in thinking about redeeming vices...thinking 


about redeeming cards, and, more specifically, redeeming poker. 

| don’t think it’s a surprise that poker might be considered a vice, even 
a vice beyond redemption — especially when the capitol of card games 
and gambling is advertised around the world as Sin City. Cards have been 
stymied throughout church history, and in some ultra-conservative circles, 
including the Mormon Church, “face” cards are still looked upon as evil, 
mostly because the origins of the face cards, (Ace—Jack) are tied to Tarot 
cards. Also, any form of idleness or entertainment in the Puritan era was 
considered suspect, if not devilish. 

But | don’t think | need to convince you that a deck of cards is not 
inherently evil, and that there is a certain amount of fellowship, laughter, 
conversation, and friendship that happens across a table where cards are 
dealt. But what about poker: the cheating game, the gambling game, the 
game that inspires us to think of liars, cheaters, murderers, prostitutes, and 


thievese 





Sitting there at the table waiting for the sign-ups to begin, | was think- 
ing, “How do you redeem a game that encourages you to lie?” You can’t 
be good at poker and be nice to the other people at the table, can you? 
But then | noticed something. It’s not the game of poker that provides the 
redemption, in the same way that it’s not the cigar smoke in your mouth 
that actually promotes fellowship that actually redeems smoking, or the 
low blood-alcohol level that actually redeems drinking. It’s the culture, the 
affinity, the people who are involved in these activities that actually redeem 
the activities by changing them from smoking just to smoke, to smoking for 
Jesus, or from drinking just to drink, to drinking for Christ. 

In this way, | began to see more than just people who wanted to play 
cards, or gamble, or escape from their circumstances. The conversation 
around me was amazing. These people really knew each other. They asked 
each other things like, “Where do you play? Are you going to the 2pm at 
the Royal?” An older group of people travel together to these events, from 
casino to casino, playing cards, but more than that, they’re having conver- 
sations about their lives, about friends, about family. In the tournament that 
day, | learned that one of the regulars had had a heart attack and was in 
the hospital, that a dealer had just had her baby (healthy and doing well), 
and that a young regular had missed a few tournaments because he had 
gone back to Michigan to be with his father who had just died the night 
before. “It’s like he was waiting for Jim to get back before letting go,” the 


dealer said. 

“Wow,” replied another man at the table. “When he gets back, you tell 
him that I’m sorry and I’m thinking of him. l'Il look forward to playing with 
him again when he gets back.” 

No one can legitimately tell you that there is no danger of sin in 
gambling on a poker tournament. People gamble in secret and it’s bad. 
People gamble and drink, and it’s bad. People play poker to get rich and 
it doesn’t work, and it’s bad. But there is a sub-culture, there is a society of 
regulars who gather around a table and have conversations about their life. 
Before and after these tournaments the restaurants and bars of the casinos 
are filled with bad beat stories, all-in moves, and great feats at the card 
table. 

For this card player, | try to play in one tournament a month, or two 
it | can find the time. But as someone who works in a church, grew up in 
a Christian home, and has my schedule dominated by ministry events, 
meetings, and conferences, my ability to engage a non-Christian culture 
becomes limited. The poker table is one of the places that | go to be a light, 
to be salt. It’s one of the places where | can be Jesus to a community of 
people who know each other and respect each other by playing cards with 
each other. And so it’s important that | try to go to the same casinos and 
play in the same tournaments on the same days of the week, because that's 
how you get to know the dealers, and the regulars, and card room man- 
agers. They remember your name; they have to. Poker players are good 
if they can memorize their opponents; they memorize their habits, their 
moves, the way they talk and look at people, and the things they do with 
their hands. When | sit down at a poker table, there are nine people sitting 
at the table with me that are trying their best to memorize Jesus. It also 
helps if you get lucky cards and walk out of a casino with an extra $200. 
Just make sure you tithe from those winnings. 

Do | think Jesus would play in a poker tournament if he lived in Seattle 
today? Yes, | do, and | think he’d probably be pretty good at it too. He 
seems like a guy that could pick up a tell pretty quickly, don’t you think? 

A vice redeemed is redeemed through Christ and in being Christ, so if 
you spend money playing cards, make sure the people who help you live 
like Jesus know how much you are spending, how often you are playing, 
and what you are doing to bring Jesus into a culture where he is infrequent- 
ly spoken of and greatly needed. v, 


Billy Clem has been a youth pastor for 7 
years, and recently joined the Mars Hill 
team in Ballard. As the leader of Proxy he is 
excited about reaching high school students 
for Jesus, and getting to play X-box and 
capture the flag as part of his job. 
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collector. I find them virtually everywhere picking 
them up and pocketing them for future reference. 
look them up in one of many reliable guidebooks, 
such as my compact edition of the Oxtord English 
Dictionary, using a magnifying glass to ferret out ` 

I like words. I like them well enough to be an avid 
collector. I find them virtually everywhere picking 
= Ul andfcketing them for future reference. 





ook them up in one of many reliable guidebooks, 


A few stops along The Pilgrim's Progress 
By Paige Norman 





John Bunyan’s The Pilgrim’s Progress is not only 
a traditional staple of English literature, but also, 
in terms of its accessibility and appeal to the com- 
mon man, arguably the literary masterpiece of the 
Protestant Reformation. Although most properly 
classified as a novel, its devotional properties can- 
not be overstated; it is too good to miss this side of 
Heaven. 

Bunyan uses the literary technique of al- 
legory, an extended metaphor in which people, 
places, and events represent universal principles, 
to tell the story of his protagonist’s salvation and 
sanctification. Thus, for example, our hero’s name 
is Christian, and he is not only the central character 
around which the plot unfolds; he is also everyman 
who engages in the believer’s pilgrimage on Earth. 
The Slough of Despond is not only the miry bog into 
which Christian slips as he crosses the plain that 
borders his hometown; it is also a state of mind into 
which any of us may sink under the weight of our 
burdens. Christian’s sojourn at the Palace Beautiful 
is not only an episode that develops his character; 
it is also our own experience as members of the 
Church. 

Anyone familiar with The Pilgrim’s Progress can 
testify that the rich breadth and depth of Bunyan’s 
allegory will bear repeated study that yields fresh 
insights with every read. Whether John Bunyan was 
an accidental genius or a gifted and perceptive judge 
of human character, his skill with the literary tech- 
nique of allegory is the reason we recognize our own 
twenty-first century life in a work that was penned 
well over three hundred years ago. Each scene in 
The Pilgrim’s Progress illustrates everyman’s dan- 
gerous journey from the City of Destruction (our 
sinful and rebellious condition in a fallen world) to 
the Celestial City (life with God in Heaven). In this 
month’s Epilogue, however, we shall examine but a 
few vignettes from the tale: Christian with his Book, 
Vanity Fair, and Doubting Castle. 


The Book 

We meet Christian at the moment he is distressed 
enough by what he reads in his Book to ask, “What 
shall I do?” John Bunyan does not describe the 
circumstances under which Christian becomes 
aware that he is clothed in rags and carrying a great 
Burden on his back. It’s not important. What’s no- 
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table in this scene is that he is reading from a Book 
that he carries in his hand. It is the Word of God 
that convicts Christian of his Burden. It is the Word 
of God that leads him to understand that he is living 
in the City of Destruction. Thus his original question 
eventually evolves from “What shall I do?” to “What 
shall I do to be saved?” 

Here we recognize Christian’s first hint of yearn- 
ing, even if unconsciously, after heavenly things. 
The only difference between Christian and other 
residents of the City of Destruction is the Book 
he reads. It is not events such as Nine-Eleven, or 
Katrina, or Columbine that awaken the lost to their 
spiritual need. Though events such as these may 
bring superficial unification or conviction, it is not 
the fleeting nobility inspired by flag-waving, sincere 
patriotic songs, or generous altruism that move 
people to ask, “What shall we do to be saved?” It 
is reading and preaching of the Word of God that 
softens hearts. 

And at this point, God starts scheduling divine 
appointments between Evangelist and those who will 
escape the wrath to come. In The Pilgrim’s Progress, 
because Christian does not yet have the Holy Spirit 
to teach him, he needs Evangelist to tell him in 
which direction to flee. And even though Christian 
can’t yet see the way of escape, he recognizes the 
truth in Evangelist’s instructions, and runs toward 
the Wicket-gate (the entrance to the straight and 
narrow Way — Jesus - that leads to the Celestial 
Gate) without looking back. 


Welcome to Vanity Fair 

Well beyond the Wicket-gate, well-beyond the dif- 
ficulties, conflict, and suffering that is common 
to all pilgrims, well beyond a renewed mind and a 
humble heart, Christian encounters his old friend 
Faithful just outside the town of Vanity. Vanity is 
nothing more than Christian’s hometown, the City of 
Destruction, dressed up in Hollywood’s finest. 

In the middle of the town is its definitive fea- 
ture, the Fair: a sprawling convenience market, 
open 24-7, that specializes in lusts of the eye and 
the pride of life. Pilgrims enter here as strangers in a 
strange land, the persistent non-conformists of the 
ages. Non-conformists always suffer persecution, 
especially non-conformists for Jesus’ sake. Thus it 
comes as no surprise when Christian and Faithful 
are thrown in prison, labeled as troublemakers and 
madmen, and unjustly blamed for the damage and 
disruption brought about at the Fair after their 
arrival. Who are the troublemakers and madmen 
here? Christian and Faithful weren’t smuggling 
Bibles, running underground house churches, or 


even passing out tracts on street corners. They were 
simply walking through the Fair refusing to buy. 

What would John Bunyan find in our own 
Emerald City to compare with Vanity Fair? He would 
see that Legality has built a church here - you 
know, the one with the cross on the roof and the 
untouched Bibles at the back of the pews. He would 
still find Civility in the pulpit, teaching that the 
Valley of Humiliation is unnecessary and that the 
Shadow of Death, including the Mouth of Hell, is a 
symbolic representation of some psychological con- 
flict within. And he would still find Worldly Wiseman 
luring unsuspecting seekers into the comforts of a 
religion unable to relieve them of their Burdens. He 
would find us gambling in Las Vegas, in the stock 
market, or buying more lottery tickets than we can 
afford at the 7-11. He would find us shopping in the 
malls or on the internet, spending money we don’t 
have with plastic cards worth nothing. He would see 
that we no longer had to venture out to the Fair to 
ogle its wares or to transact an exchange; the mer- 
chants come directly to us through our televisions, 
our telephones, our computers. He would even find 
those among the faithful who earn their livelihood 
as merchants at the Fair - peddling self-help and 
music and trinkets at the local for-Christians-only 
bookstore. He would find the same lusts of the eye 
and pride of life conveniently on sale 24-7. He would 
find that the town of Vanity has changed dramati- 
cally in form, but in essence not at all. 


The Giant Called Despair 

Christian escapes Vanity with his life but without 
Faithful, who is martyred for his convictions. But 
from the ashes of Faithful’s death springs the new 
life of a young convert, Hopeful, wooed to the Way 
through the pilgrims’ deportment in Vanity Fair. 

As Christian and his new companion approach 
the River of God, they enter into a season of rest 
and refreshment, abundantly blessed through the 
Lord’s providence. And as the Way parts from the 
River of God, we witness the effect of complacency 
on Christian’s walk. Poor Christian; as the Way con- 
tinues to lead further from the comforts of the River 
of God, he begins to resent every step. He wishes 
for a way that is easier on his feet. He espies By- 
path Meadow with its thick, soft grass studded with 
wildflowers, stops at a stile to get a good look, and 
before you know it, he’s jumped the fence — as easy 
as picking fruit from a forbidden tree. 

Compounding this transgression, Christian 
persuades Hopeful to follow his lead. Adam and 
Eve all over again. The Way may be rough, but it is 
protected. By-path Meadow may be easier, but it is 
not protected — and our heroes quickly find them- 
selves lost on the grounds of Giant Despair. Which 
of us does not know Doubting Castle, kept by Giant 
Despair? We get there by going out of the Way. It is 
the older and stronger Christian, not the younger 
and weaker Hopeful, who is lured into By-path 
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Meadow by his sinful desires. Hopeful did not want 
to leave the Way, but he trusted his brother. 
Christian is consumed with self-condemnation and 
the guilt of misleading Hopeful. But Hopeful, and 
we would all pray to have such companions, not 
only genuinely forgives Christian, but continues to 
love and encourage him through the imprisonment 
in Giant Despair’s dungeon. Christian, who can- 
not escape the dungeon even by killing himself (for 
Hopeful will not let him), finally finds (or is given) 
enough clarity to pray. As a result, he remembers 
the Key called Promise and leads his brother out of 
Doubting Castle and back to the King’s High-way. 
Our heroes are safely back in the Way, at the very 
same place they had reached before their regrettable 
detour through By-path Meadow, and probably not 
heeding any slight roughness at all. 


A hundred thousand words could serve but spare 
justice to The Pilgrim’s Progress, let alone this brief 
exposure to a few of Bunyan’s brilliant vignettes. 
Read this book. You will find yourself, your cir- 
cumstances, your afflictions, your trials, and most 
importantly, our own inimitable Lord of the Way, 
Jesus. Read this book. And avail yourself of the 
pleasure and profit that have blessed Pilgrims on the 
Way for centuries. Read this book. And let me know 
what you think. w 


=) ‘Lifestage Ministries’ (from pg. 4) 


Mars Hill Lifestage Ministries 
translates the truth of the 
Gospel into age-specific 
languages of the heart... 


created in the image of God, a college student’s obedience 
to vocation...through the loving relationships formed by 
disciple-making volunteers who see programs as environ- 
ments in which to build redemptive bridges where Christ can 
cross over into the hearts of our students. This will happen 
when those who work with our students are compelled by 
the love of Jesus. 


Transforming lives 

Sloganizing life into “Life is ” doesn’t help anyone 
except the T-shirt industry. Life includes decisions, emo- 
tions, actions, and dreams. Helping young people decide, 
feel, obey, and hope in the person of Jesus is as good as it 
gets. Lifestage Ministries is helping each young person fol- 
low Christ with all they’ve got. This series of moments adds 
up to a life; transforming each “now” into a Jesus-centered 
moment will add up to a transformed life. Using a redemptive 
community to call each of our children “up” to their moment 
with Jesus is how a city within a city sees young lives trans- 
formed to live for Jesus. v" 


Pastor Bill Clem oversees the Lifestage Ministries of Mars 
Hill Church. Learn more about Pastor Bill on page 4. 





= ‘Hollywood’ (from pg. 15) 


When it comes to sequels, 
“Instead of digging in and 
doing the work to rediscover 
what can be done with a two 
hour snapshot, Hollywood 

is essentially trying to make 
television shows on the big 
screen...” 


ing at television’s proliferation, the boom of DVD sales of 
television season packs, and look at the distinctives of their 
medium. From an artistic perspective, Hollywood may need 
to reexamine what once made stand-alone films great, and 
embrace tt. 

Then again, our culture itself could be shifting in its 
craving and addiction for narrative, and perhaps franchises 
are Hollywood's only hope. We have moved from desiring a 
daily dip in escapist entertainment to a desire for full narrative 
immersion. It could be we're such narrative addicts that we've 
come to see through the redressing of the same themes we 
share as human beings. At least with the same character, we 
have a medicating tale of a familiar character experiencing 
similar joys, similar woes, walking alongside us in life and 
empathizing with us. It’s an entertainment economy’s version 
of a savior, a hero made of yarns spun by our creative class. 
We may not want to see that character “end.” 

In last month's Vox Pop, Elliot queried and suggested, 
“How much longer will the consuming populace support 
these works? Until they grow weary of the characters or 
stories.” | don’t completely agree; | think we’ve been weary 
for a long time. We've become so saturated with storytelling 
that — even when something isn’t a franchise — we recognize 
Bugs Bunny in the dress. Example: a teen with his own “big” 
dreams awakens to realize that the world is much bigger than 
even he surmised, and that a conflict of cosmic proportions is 
taking place all around him. Am I talking about Transformers... 
or The Last Starfighter? How many indie films can be “about 
nothing” until about nothing becomes something? Franchise 
folly or inspirational indie film, we are looking to narrative for 
empathy...for comfort...for forgiveness...for salvation...for 
justification...or for excuses. As always, we're looking in the 
wrong place, or at the wrong things. 

From the artistic perspective, Hollywood may need 
help. From a spiritual perspective, we all do. 

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has 
been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without 
sin” (Hebrews 4:14-16). "J 


Pastor James Harleman is the Pastor of the MHC | 
Wedgwood Campus and hosts Film and Theology events 
as well as administrating www.cinemagogue.com 
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Prayer. Fellowship. Laughter. 
Discussion. Tears. Growth. 
Life Together. 


Mars Hill Community Groups are created 
to be a comfortable place for connection, 
and an uncomfortable place for 
complacency. Life is messy, and we're in 
it together - working our way through sin, 
suffering, and sanctification - on our way 
towards Jesus. 


More than a hundred Community 
Groups meet throughout the Seattle 
area. For a complete list, go to the Life 
On Mars website, email community@ 
marshillchurch.org, or stop by the 
Community Groups kiosk at your 

Mars Hill Campus. 


voxpopnetwork.com/lifeonmars 
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Please consider helping those at Mars Hill who are 
in need. This ministry provides the opportunity for 
individuals, families, or Community Groups to “Adopt 
a Family” and help them through the holiday season. 


For more information email mercy@marshillchurch.org 


